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LEARNING OUT OF DOORS 



1. Introduction 

Over a four-year period ending in 1981 HM Inspectors 
made a series of visits to a 10 per cent sample of local 
education authority short stay residential centres and to 
some of the schools which used them regularly. 

The LEA centres visited were selected to include a 
number of broad categories: 
residential and day provision 

unmanned centres and those with permanent staff 
outdoor pursuits centres with a field study bias 
centres within and beyond the area of the maintaining 
LEA 

centres within or outside a national park 
those providing facilities for primary, middle, secon- 
dary or special schools. 

Such is the diversity of residential or day centres that it 
could not be claimed that the sample was representative in 
the strict statistical sense. In all, visits were made to 48 
centres administered by 15 LEAs. Other LEAs made use of 
and contributed to the overall running costs of some of 
these centres through consortia arrangements. The survey 
also included visits to residential centres provided by vol- 
untary and commercial organisations and used by an 
increasing number of schools. 

HMI wish to record their thanks for the help and co- 
operation of the staff of the schools and centres visited. 
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